
 

 

In honor of my 60th birthday this 
month, I am concentrating on 
owls because they have always 
fascinated me. 

This particular owl, to the right, is 
from Montparnasse Cemetery in 
Paris, France. Owls convey 
death, night, cold, passivity, 
knowledge, wisdom, ingratitude, 
darkness, vigilance, prophecy, 
loneliness, solitude, despair, 
object of ridicule, an unbeliever, 
lack of nobility, related to witch-
es, mourning, and desolation. 

The owl symbolism history in-
cludes the wise old owl being 
Atheneôs bird, and therefore sa-
cred to the Greek goddess of 
knowledge and adopted as the 
emblem of Athens, which is the 
city dedicated in her name. We 
notice, even today, scholars may 

be classified as ñowlishò. The 
bird, itself, is also associated 
with death because of its noc-
turnal habits, predatory life-
style, and haunting cry.    

In the Book of Leviticus, it is 
considered a bird of ill omen 
because it is listed among the 
unclean fowl. Throughout the 
world, this bird had different 
meanings: 

¶ In Europe, owls were con-
nected with witches. 

¶ In parts of Africa, they 
were linked to sorcerers. 

¶ In Ancient Rome, they 
were regarded as particu-
larly baleful because an 
owl entered Commodusôs 
room before he was    
assassinated.  

This wonderful 
owl resides at 
the Montmartre 
Cemetery, 
Paris, France. 

The reason he 
is in such good 

 shape is because he is protect-

ed high above where people 

canôt get to him and sits under 

the alcove of a beautiful mauso-

leum. There are actually four of 

them in each corner of the mau-

soleum. Like the gargoyles on 

Notre Dame Cathedral, he keeps 

away evil spirits. He is resting on 

a column which conveys stead-

fastness, power, the connection 

between heaven and earth, and 

the upward impulse. 
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Special points of interest:  

¶ Owl conveys death, night, cold, passivi-
ty, knowledge, and wisdom. 

¶ Column conveys steadfastness, power, 
and the connection between heaven 
and earth. 

¶ Urns convey death, mourning, fate, the 
feminine principle, health, and purifica-
tion. 
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We live in the 
Peachtree Heights 
East area of Atlanta 
and are blessed to 
have a couple of resi-
dent Barred Owls. This 
photo to the left was 
taken by my neighbor 
Micah Bible. It was 
used in one of last 
yearôs neighborhood 
newsletters. 

The Barred Owl or Sirix 
Varia is approximately 
20 by 20 1/2 inches. It 

can be identified as medium-sized, 
heavily barred above and streaked 
below. It has a black bordered facial 
disc with ringed face and dark eyes. 

Their voice is Oo-oo-ooo-oooo. We 
see them in conifer and other dense 
woodlands and they breed across 
eastern United States and Canada 
extending north and west to British 
Columbia colonizing westwards. 

We have been fortunate to see these 
magnificent birds several times espe-
cially in the early morning and at 
dusk.  

members of Cincinnati 
militia units.  The words 
above the owl, "Boys 
Keep the Colors Up," 
were attributed to Captain 
George B. Whitcom, who 
was killed instantly at 
Kernstown, VA on 23 
March 1862 when he 
picked up the 5thôs colors 
after four previous color-
bearers had been wound-
ed or killed. The Gettys-

This owl was sent  to me by 
Dan Reigle which is the 5th 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry Owl 
at Gettysburg National Mili-
tary Park and Spring Grove 
Cemetery, Cincinnati. Dan 
explains ñIn the course of two 
different projects, we have 
been working with three 
researchers interested in the 
5th OVI, a Civil War unit with 
a stellar war record whose 
recruits had primarily been 

burg Memorial Commission reported 
that the slogan was adopted as the 
motto of the regiment in honor of Cap-
tain Whitcom, but did not comment on 
the owl.ò 

In different cultures, the owl was part of 
the burial process. In prehistoric Euro-
pean times, the owl bones were buried 
with the dead and with the Northwest-
ern Native American Culture, the im-
agery of the owl was thought of as a 
protector and a guider in the under-
world. 

PEACHTREE HEIGHTS EAST BARRED OWL  

CIVIL WAR OWL  

PERE LACHAISE OWL  

ue, resurrection, and 
memory. 

This is the grave of Cath-
erine-Dominique de P®ri-
gnon (1754-1818), 
French soldier who began 
his career under the An-
cien R®gime before join-
ing the cause of the 
French Revolution.  

He distinguished himself 
against the Spaniards 
and became general of 
division before taking the 
head of the army of the 
Pyrenees.  

 .The photo of the owl 
to the right is from Pere 
Lachaise, Paris, 
France. 

The urns convey 
death, mourning, fate, 
the feminine principle, 
health, purification, the 
feminine principle, 
health, purification, and 
cauldron of plenty. 

The wreath conveys 
eternity, celebration, 
mourning, victory, val-

 When the owl 

sings, the night 

is silent. 

(Quand le 

hibou le 

chnate, La 

nuite est 

silence).  

 

Charles de 

Louse  
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This is the cemetery 
where Eva Peron is 
buried in the Duarte 
Family Plot, who the 
musical play ñEvitaò is 
based on. Thanks to 
Jamie Bracewell, Oak-
land Tour Guide, for 
supplying this image. 

Other symbols include:  

¶ Lamp conveys wis-
dom, faithfulness 
and holiness be-
cause of the light it 
portrays. 

¶ Full sword conveys 
strength and    
power. 

¶ Sword handle con-
veys life cut short;  

¶ Open book con-
veys divine wis-
dom. 

¶ Palm conveys spir-
itual victory over 
death. 

¶ Sphere or disc 
conveys eternal 
life.    

 

babyôs soul to heaven at 
night. This design has 
been used in many Victo-
rian cemeteries through-
out the United States 
because it convey the 
Victoriansô feeling of 
death so well. Another 
design that Thorvaldsen 
completed was related 
the morning and the owl 
is not present. 

My Oakland friends are 
very familiar with the 
sculptor who did the bas 
relief to the rightðBerthel 
Thorvaldsen, because the 
Lion of Atlanta is based 
on his design from the 
Lion of Lucerne, Lucerne, 
Switzerland. 

This design conveys the 
angel of death taking the 

 

Grave monument with Owl, La Recoleta Cemetery, Buenos Aires  

In Europe, large eyes were 
seen as the symbol of the 
Great Mother. The owl 
therefore appears on all 
possible objects, such as 
torques and cauldrons, 
and takes on the role of 
protector. 

It is also a bird that lives in 
the highly respected forest 
and orients itself well, es-
pecially among the early 
Celts the day comes forth 
from the night, for which 
reason the owl must have 
special abilities. 

The wailing 

owl screams 

solitary to the 

mournful 

moon.  

 

David Mallet  
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The owl is one of the 
most important mythologi-
cal figures throughout the 
world.  

The owl is seen as  a 
protector and guardian of 
the dead as we have 
seen in previous articles.  

We find the owl in Africa, 
America, Asia and Eu-
ropeðalways in associa-
tion with old world tradi-
tions. 

OWL AND THE NIGHT  

CELTIC OWL  



When you have a milestone birthday, you reflect on 
what things are really important to you. This news-
letter has been one of them and I have been doing it 
since July 2006. This year is the 12th year anniver-
sary.   
 
I get asked all the time about how I come up with so 
many ideas and why donôt I run out of ideas. The 
main reason is because you all fuel the ideas with 
your comments, questions and suggestions. Thanks 
for being part of this journey with me. 
 
Take care, 
 
Richard Waterhouse 
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Ideas for future 

newsletters?  

  

 

If you want a hot tour of Oak-
land Cemetery in July, please 
join me two times: 

On July 14, I will be doing the 
ñVictorian Symbolism Tourò 
and on July 21, I will be doing 
the ñSights, Symbols, and 
Stories of Oakland: a 90-
minute overview tour of Oak-
land Cemetery.ò If you are 
near Oakland, I hope you will 
join me on one or both of 
those tours. 

What is so fascinating to me 
about Oakland is that every 
time I am out there, I see 
something new. For example, 
the other day I discovered a 
tree trunk carved in stone 
which I had never seen be-
fore. 

SEE YOU AT OAKLAND  

Can you guess where I am?  
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